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H
ow did you come to run a business at such a young 

age? I have had a passion for hairdressing from a 

very young age and knew the career path I wanted to 

follow. During high school I did some part time work at Touch Of 

Class for the previous owner, and when it came on the market at 

the end of last year, I discussed the option of buying the salon with 

my parents ... and now, here we are. 

> Describe you salon and the services you offer? Our salon 

is in the middle of the CBD in Walcha. The staff consists of Becky 

Tate and Emma Relf – Snr Hairdressers, Jayde Eather – fully 

qualified beauty therapist and 1st year hairdressing apprentice and 

then there’s me – 1st year hairdressing apprentice. We offer a full 

range of hair treatments ranging from cuts, colouring, formals 

and wedding styles. We have just introduced the new exciting 

Brazilian Keratin hair straightening system to our range. In the 

beauty room we provide all types of beauty treatments from 

waxing, tinting, nails, massage, formal & wedding makeups 

and facials using the latest Swiss skincare and cosmetic range.                                                                                 

> Who are your mentors? My mentors are Becky and 

Emma; they keep me motivated and have so much confidence 

in me. I have learned so much in six months, and it’s all 

because they have faith in me and are great hairdressers.                                                                                            

> Who do you wish to thank? A big thank you to Mum and Dad 

for making my dream a reality. To Henry, James, Meeg, Matty and 

my grandparents for their support, Jayde and Monique for getting 

me to TAFE every Tuesday and to our clients for their continuous 

support.

 

Jess Tisdell A Touch Of 
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M
y involvement in Earle 

Page College and 

the UNE residential 

system exposed me to the many 

opportunities that Armidale and the 

New England have to offer. Now, 

eight years later, to be a member 

of the community as a young 

professional, I feel my opportunities 

are endless. 

I believe working in a thriving 

regional centre, such as Armidale, 

has provided me with a much more 

‘hands on’ experience to what 

other graduates entering the legal 

profession may have. From early on, 

exposure to managing a case load, 

court appearances, briefing barristers 

and liaising with clients on family law, 

trusts and estate matters are skills 

I have been able to develop. Being 

part of a young team that is led by 

a strong and enthusiastic leader has 

provided the circumstances for my 

confidence and experience to grow. 

E
arlier this year I was appointed as a 

Director of Legal Minds, a role which 

few solicitors in NSW have access to 

at my age. 

I practice in the tenacious and challenging 

circles of civil litigation. Thinking together 

with the Legal Minds team provides me with 

inspiration and opportunity to achieve client 

goals and protect and enforce the rights 

of individuals and businesses in such legal 

domains as employment law, commercial, 

insurance, contract, defamation, debt 

enforcement, rural disputes and negligence 

matters. 

While characterised by its adversarial 

nature, litigation is essentially about dispute 

resolution, which also utilises my skills as one 

of the few nationally accredited mediators in 

the New England region. 

I am a passionate soccer enthusiast 

and also support the wider community 

as a Director of two local not for profit 

organisations, including the North North-West 

Community Legal Service and the Displaced 

Peoples Organisation.

A
fter being admitted to the Court to 

practice as a solicitor, I was attracted 

to practicing law in the country. As a 

part of the Legal Minds team, I have had the 

opportunity to develop and expand on my 

skills and specialise in property and commercial 

law. I am also interested in estates and estate 

planning. 

Practicing within a regional centre is more 

than just practicing law; it is about being a part 

of a community and contributing in the growth 

and development of the local area. Wool, 

for example, is very important to our region, 

and I participate and contribute in promoting 

Australian Merino Wool in my capacity as a 

director with The Australian Wool Fashion 

Awards.

The Legal Minds team is all about thinking 

together, so that we are able to provide 

personal service and comprehensive solutions 

to all legal matters brought to us by our clients.

Even though each of the solicitors at Legal 

Minds have particular strengths and interests in 

law, it is our process of thinking together about 

individual and community matters that makes 

working in a regional centre so stimulating.
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